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Sharron Eckert Recognized by State of Tennessee 

Sharron Eckert, a member of Pleasant Hill Community UCC, TN, was recognized for a 
lifetime of service and leadership by the House of Representatives of the State of 
Tennessee in House Joint Resolution # 932. Of 
particular note in the resolution was her work in 
establishing the Cumberland Artisan for Creative 
Expression, her advocacy for the arts by serving 
on the Boards of the Cumberland County 
Playhouse, the Upper Cumberland Arts Alliance, 
and involvement in the Fairfield Glade Art Guild. 
The resolution ends with the words, "we hereby 
commend Sharron L. Eckert for her honorable 
and astute service to the good people of 
Tennessee and salute her unswerving 
commitment to living the examined life with 
courage and conviction." 

Janet Weidler Called to Serve as Pastor of 
Pilgrim Congregational UCC, Birmingham 

Janet Weidler of Hendersonville, NC, was called 
on June 13th to serve as the pastor of Pilgrim 

Congregational UCC. The church, which is in the process of moving to a new location 
in downtown Birmingham, conducted an extended national search for a leader to guide 
them into the 21st century. Janet has previously served a succession of interim 
ministries in Maine and, before that, in Penn Northeast Conference. She is married to 
Richard Weidler and they are the parents of two children. Janet will succeed Bud 
Precise who will be retiring. 

Michael Garrett Married in June 

We are pleased to announce the marriage of Michael Garrett, long time pastor of First 
Congregational UCC, Montgomery, this month. Further details to come! 
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Oklahoma City church continues 
legacy of dedicated member 
Stephanie Telleen chose to 
remember Mayflower 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in her will when she 
passed away, leaving her 
half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 
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Bill Bateman Married May 16th 

Bill Bateman, UCC minister, member of Pleasant Hill Community UCC, and pastor of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Fairfield Glade, TN, was married on May 16th to 
Shirley Hudson. 

Ordination of Lillian H. Strahine Scheduled for July 25th 

Lillian Strahine, approved for ordination by the Alabama-Tennessee Association in 
April, will be ordained in a service at 2:00PM Sunday, July 25th, at the Benton Chapel, 
Vanderbilt University. All clergy of the Alabama-Tennessee Association are 
encouraged to be present, and all members of all the churches of the association are 
cordially invited. Lillian will be installed in a four-way covenant, which will include 
representatives of the ministry to which she is being ordained, a chaplaincy at 
Vanderbilt Hospital, and her home church, Brookmeade Congregational UCC. 
Representing the Association will be Barbara Everett, chair of the Church and Ministry 
Committee, and Ginny Nixon, the moderator of the Southeast Conference. 

Southeast Conference DART Volunteers Serve in American Samoa 

Members of the Southeast Conference Disaster Assistance Relief Team are serving in 
relief work in American Samoa. In June, Missy Johns, a member of Holy Trinity 
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Community UCC, Nashville, will be in American Samoa, and in July, Kevin Collins of 
Church of the Savior UCC, Knoxville, will follow her. 
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